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Our Flows on the Make-up of a lew government 
in Vietnam 


We have prepared, as shown In the attachment, a selected 
list of personalities whoa we feel could provide Vietnam with 
competent and efficient leadership under a new government. Our 
selection of a new cabinet, prepared in conjunction with re- 
viewing the draft submitted to ut by Hr. KenlenhaU, has taken 
into account the compatibility as well as the capability of these 
officials, their religious affiliation, and their geographic 
distribution, l.e,, south or 6ochinohina, central or Annas, 
and north or Tonkin* Ve also believe that the bast leadership 
lies largely within the bureaucracy sad within elements that 
have served in government but have recently been disaffected or . 
removed. Therefore, potential candidates from among the so- 
called "oppositionists’* haws been screened carefully And kept 
to a minimum. 


Xn the way of general comments, vs believe that Vietnsa Is 
not faced with any serious shortage of effective, non-Ooaaunist 
leadership, there arm undoubtedly many personalities not re- 
flected in our list who would perform effectively and. In this 
respect. It cannot be overlooked that many of them might well 
cose from the relatively unknown middle ranks of the present 
bureaucracy, for these reasons., therefore, ve believe It 
preferable to think in terms “Of a predominately civilian govern- 
ment, even though the military may continue to play a major 
power role for some time. Ve should not necessarily conclude 
that the army, which is largely a professional Oh*, will insist 
on cabinet positions so long as the important table** posts art 
filled by persons trusted by the generals, ¥e believe that moat 
of the military will support the great majority of the candidates 
advanced above, including Flee President The, 

» *. 

Ve also have some specific re commendations which are implicit 
la our list. VO believe that the creation of a cabinet departs- 
sent for religious affairs will in time create a confrontation*. 
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between the various religious groups or will at least lead 
sose to seek official recognition or support of their own in- 
terests. Ve believe that the modification of oertaln laws and 
their Judicious iaplemention will serve the purpose of alleviating 
or impeding tensions between religious groups and the government. 

However, a national advisory council, representing the 
various religious groups inYVietnan*' would serve a useful purpose 
in maintaining the present state of friendly relations existing 
between- the religious groups as well as advising and assisting 
the government on matters affecting the condition of religious 
freedom. 

Finally, we believe that, in order to lessen the possibility 
of a power struggle within the military leadership, the position 
of Chief of the Joint General Staff should be rotated, say in 
the fashion of our own military establishment. 
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cct FB - Nr. Mendenhall 

FE/VfOVM - Nr. Kattenburg 
FB/SEA - Hr. Xoren 
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